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Consider it a great joy, my brothers and
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God was merciful to the Ninevites who repented at the preaching of Jonah, describing God as “a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in
love, a God who relents from sending calamity” (Jonah 4:2). David said God is
“gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in loving-kindness. The LORD is
good to all, and His mercies are over all His works” (Psalm 145:8–9).
But the Bible also speaks of God’s justice and His wrath over sin. In fact, God’s
perfect justice is a defining characteristic: “There is no God apart from Me, a righteous [just] God and a Savior; there is none but Me” (Isaiah 45:21). “He is the Rock,
His works are perfect, and all His ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong,
upright and just is He” (Deuteronomy 32:4).
In the New Testament, Paul details why God’s judgment is coming: “Put to death,
therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity,
lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is
coming” (Colossians 3:5–6). So the Bible showcases the fact that God is merciful,
but it also reveals that He is just and will one day dispense justice on the sin of the
world.
Christianity is unique in that God’s mercy is shown through His justice. There is no
setting aside of justice to make room for mercy. The Christian doctrine of penal
substitution states that sin and injustice were punished at the cross of Christ and it’s
only because the penalty of sin was satisfied through Christ’s sacrifice that God extends His mercy to undeserving sinners who look to Him for salvation. As Christ
died for sinners, He also demonstrated God’s righteousness; His death on the cross
showcased God’s justice.
The apostle Paul says: “All are justified freely by His grace through the redemption
that came by Christ Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through
the shedding of His blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in His forbearance He had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—He did it to demonstrate His righteousness at the present time,
so as to be just and the One who justifies those who have faith in Jesus (Romans
3:24–26). All the sin from Adam to the time of Christ was under the forbearance
and mercy of God.
God’s justice and His mercy were demonstrated by Christ’s death on the cross
where justice was meted out in full upon Christ, and God’s mercy was extended in
full to all who believe. So God’s perfect mercy was exercised through His perfect
justice. The end result is that everyone who trusts in the Lord Jesus is saved from
God’s wrath. It’s truly unique, unlike any other!
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6 Places to Find Encouragement in the Bible
Encouragement prepares us to stand fast or move forward in the face of fear.

By Marty Duren

Anderson

People often use the word “encourage” without thinking about what it
really means. “Be encouraged, it could be worse,” we are told. “Don’t
be discouraged; hold your chin up,” we tell others. But what does it
really mean?
Encourage comes from the Old French en (make, put in) and courage
(courage, heart). Literally it can be understood as “make to be
heartened” or “put courage into.” It is less about feeling happy and
more about having courage. Encouragement is to put courage into
someone or to have courage put into you. Encouragement, then,
prepares us to stand fast or move forward in the face of fear.
(Discouragement is the loss of courage.)

Adin Beatus

Article from Deacon Magazine continued on page 5.

PRAYER
REQUESTS
Eddie & Candy

Congratulations
Pastor David & Leigh Ann’s
daughter had a baby girl, Addyson,
on August 13, 2022!
Congratulations to Emily & Adrian!

Rewoven 50-20
The UBA Counseling Center is having an anxiety and depression support group.
The group will meet at the UBA on the first Tuesday of every month from 6:30
to 8:30 PM. The UBA is located at 1744 Williams Road in Monroe.

Elise Byers
The Chapman Family
Gary Clontz

Deacon’s Meeting
Sunday, September 4th at 1 PM in the sanctuary.

Marlene Crider
Woodrow (Lela
Crump’s Grandson)
Peggy Dean
John Efird
Cindy French

Fellowship Meal & Bible Study
Join us for a luncheon on Wednesday,
September 7th at 11 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
Sign up sheets will go out in the SS classrooms
& vestibule toward the end of August.
A Bible study will follow the meal.

Sam & Wanda

Goodwin
Prayer requests
continued on page 4.

August Attendance
Wednesday, August 3 (37 Online)
Sunday, August 7 (26 Indoor + 142 Online)
Wednesday, August 10 (37 Online)
Sunday, August 14 (36 Indoor + 97 Online)
Wednesday, August 17 (43 Online)
Sunday, August 21 (43 Indoor + 127 Online)
Wednesday, August 24 (31 Online)
Sunday, August 28 (45 Indoor + 165 Online)
Wednesday, August 31 (32 Online)

Backpacks for Hope
The Backpack Ministry will kickoff after Labor Day! Pray for the students across
Union County who are in need of supplemental food items. Pray for the 10 Monroe
Middle School students who will received bags of food from our ministry on a
weekly basis this semester!
Operation Christmas Child Coordinators
The Union Baptist Association will serve this year again as a drop-off location for the Operation
Christmas Child shoeboxes. National collection week will be November 14-21, 2022. If you are
interested in being a OCC Coordinator for the Union Baptist Association, please go to this website:
https://samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/volunteer-year-round/
Be a part of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ in more than 100
countries by volunteering with Operation Christmas Child. OCC is
recruiting year-round volunteers to serve in our area. There are many
roles available to suit your unique gifts and talents. We are especially
recruiting for a Central Drop-Off Team Leader to coordinate the
collection of shoebox gifts in our area as churches and individuals
deliver their gifts to the Union Baptist Association. More information
can be found here https://samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmaschild/volunteer-year-round/.
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Mission Funds for Haley
Haley has received 100% of her fundraising goal and
has started working with Unto in Texas!

SEPTEMBER 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

If you would like to connect with
Haley to learn more about her ministry work with Unto this coming
year, you can go to this website:
give.cru.org/1146061
Or, scan the QR code with your
smartphone camera.

Budget Needs
for August
$18,566.08

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
7:30 PM-1 AM
Hispanic
Church using
FH

Jail Ministry

4

7

8
Jail Ministry

10 AM Worship

6:30 PM
Youth & Online

1 PM Deacon’s
Meeting

7:45 PM Choir
Rehearsal

Session 1:
Faith on Display
in Hard Times

July 2022
Offerings
$14,261.11

Thu

5

6

Office Closed

9 AM SS

11

Session 2: Faith
on Display in
Your Relationships
9 AM SS
10 AM
Worship

18

12

13

Session 4:
Faith on Display in Your
Conversations
9 AM SS
10 AM
Worship

14
6:30 PM
Youth
6:30 PM
Online
Worship

19

20

Session 3:
Faith on
Display in
Your Actions
9 AM SS
10 AM
Worship

25

11 AM Fellowship Lunch &
Bible Study

21

15

9

10

16

17

23

24

Jail Ministry

22

6:30 PM
Youth
6:30 PM
Online
Worship

Jail Ministry

26

27

28

29

30

Pastor David
Out of Town

Pastor David
Out of Town

Pastor David
Out of Town

Pastor David
Out of Town

Pastor David
Out of Town

6:30 PM
Youth

Jail Ministry
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Upcoming Sermon Series based on Bible Studies For Life

PRAYER
REQUESTS

JAMES: LIVING OUT YOUR FAITH
September 4: Faith on Display in Hard Times
September 11: Faith on Display in
Your Relationships
September 18: Faith on Display in Your Actions
September 25: Faith on Display in
Your Conversations
October 2: Faith on Display in Facing the Enemy
October 9: Faith on Display in Your Priorities

Ray Greene
Sadie Griffin
Doris Hannah
Nan Helms
Rodney (Renee
Helms’ Son)
Grady & Judy Hill
Lory Parker
Louise Parker
Ryan Webb & Family
Irene Welch
Mary Jane (Irene
Welch’s Niece)

Walter (Irene’s
Brother-in-law)

Bible Studies For Life Summary
James: Living Out Your Faith
What’s more important: The wedding or the marriage that follows?
We surely would agree the marriage is more important, but it’s often a
challenge in premarital counseling to get the couple to shift their
attention from their wedding ceremony and focus on preparing for their
life together in marriage. After all, the wedding date is fast approaching,
and they want the perfect wedding. But it is possible to have a magnificent wedding and still have a failed marriage. To have a lasting
marriage the couple will need to do more than celebrate their love; they
will have to live out their love.
Let’s switch the picture to our faith. A lot of people celebrate the fact
that they believe in Jesus and have followed that with baptism. But we
must do more than express our faith; we must live our faith.
For a couple to say they’re in love, they must do more than state it
publicly at a wedding. It needs to be evident in how they live their lives.
Our faith in Christ is the same; faith is seen in how we live. But what
does it look like to live a life of faith? In the book
that bears his name, James challenges us to see
how we can live out our faith in hard times, in our
relationships, our actions, and our conversations.
He shows us how to live out our faith when facing
the enemy and in setting our priorities.
Knowing what you believe is one thing. Living it is
greater. Welcome to the journey.
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6 Places to Find Encouragement in the Bible (continued from page 2)
Here are six Bible verses that can put courage into us.
1. Courage to stand in the face of temptation. “No temptation has come upon you except what is common to
humanity. But God is faithful; he will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation he will also provide a way out so that you may be able to bear it.” - 1 Corinthians 10:13
Many times, God’s children are discouraged when we give in to temptation and sin. Sometimes, when we are
dealing with a stronghold sin, even the thought of failing again can cause us to lose courage in the face of it. How
does Paul put courage into us? Every temptation you face is the same as what is faced by other people. Not only
that, God puts a limitation on temptation and will never allow us to be tempted so strongly that we cannot say no to
it. So, take courage; God has already made it possible to overcome any temptation you face.
2. God delivers us in life’s wars. “The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. This is my
God and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him.” - Exodus 15:2
After being delivered safely through the Red Sea, Moses and the children of Israel took time to celebrate God’s
victory over Pharaoh’s army. They remind each other as they praise God that He is their strength and their song and
“has become my salvation.” God is our salvation in all of life’s wars, not merely at the moment of our conversion.
3. God has the power to help us. “For I am the Lord your God, who holds your right hand, who says to you, ‘Do
not fear, I will help you.’” - Isaiah 41:13
In this chapter God reminds the people of Israel of His all-surpassing power, telling them the coasts and islands are
afraid of Him and that the entire earth trembles (v. 5). It is God who is able to subdue the nations that would threaten them, making them like “dust” and “wind-driven stubble” (v. 2).
If God were unable to help us, that would be of little encouragement when we feel threatened. But God is able
and He is willing. Therefore, take courage in the presence of God who will hold your right hand in the midst of
whatever enemy your face.
4. We can be encouraged that fear is not from God. “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power,
love, and sound judgement.” - 2 Timothy 1:7
Only eternity will reveal how many times God’s people were given courage simply knowing that God does not
cause us to fear. It is not God who causes us to lose courage; it is He who gives a spirit of power, love, and sound
judgment.
When you are fearful, when you lose courage, recognize immediately it isn’t God behind it and run to this verse for
encouragement.
5. God’s attributes should encourage us. “The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom should I fear? The Lord
is the stronghold of my life—whom should I dread? - Psalm 27:1
What about God can help us take courage? It’s as simple as knowing who God is.
Many years ago, my wife was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Disease, a cancer of the lymphatic system. We were in
our early 20s, our firstborn was barely 2 years old, and we had no idea what the future held. Psalm 27:1 was
the verse I first memorized. It reminded me of who God was to the psalmist and who God is to me: my light, my
salvation, and the strong-hold of my life. It is not too much to say this single verse shaped my entire life’s view of
fear and courage.
6. We can be encouraged that God does not leave us alone. “I do not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you.”
- John 14:18
When Jesus told His disciples that He was going away, it must have been incredibly disheartening. They learned
from His every word; they had seen mighty miracles. Now He was to leave them? His promise to them addresses
that very fear: I will not orphan you.
Abandonment and aloneness are real, ongoing sources of discouragement. Does anyone care about me? Will I
always be by myself? Does God remember me? Take courage, child of God, Jesus never forgets you. He comes to
us in the same way He came to the disciples: in the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.
We face many situations in life where losing courage is a possibility. Be thankful that God, in so many ways, puts
courage into us, enabling us to face whatever circumstance lies ahead.

