Spring Yard Sale
THIS SATURDAY
April 30th
8 AM - 1 PM

April 24, 2022

Please place all small items on the tables in the Fellowship Hall by
TODAY so they can be priced prior to Saturday. Large items
(furniture, etc) can be brought in after the worship service today.
Make sure your donations are clean and in good working order. All
proceeds will be used to purchase some needed items for the church.
If you would like to volunteer to work the yard sale, please contact
the church office or Leigh Ann. Volunteers, please arrive by 7:30 AM
and park in the front parking lot.
Thank you for bringing in donations and filling up the Fellowship Hall
and for serving and supporting your church!

MATTH EW 24:14

National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 5th
12:15-12:45 PM
Crossing Paths Park
120 Blythe Road in Indian Trail

Oakland Baptist Church
600 E. Sunset Drive
Monroe, NC 28112
704.283.5656
oaklandchurchmonroe@gmail.com
www.oaklandchurchmonroe.org

Sunday, April 24 2022
Stand Strong to the End (Matthew 24:1-14)
The Point: Expect difficulty when you choose to follow Christ.
The Bible Meets Life: Many of us looked forward to leaving high
school behind with all its challenges, only to experience a whole new
set of challenges. When we graduate, we leave seemingly endless
projects, exams, and schedules behind, only to face new stresses in
the workplace.
When I was a college student, I lived next door to someone who
began attending church. When he became a Christian, I tried to
encourage him in his faith, but after a couple months, I noticed he
became distant from everyone at the church. When we talked, he
admitted he had become disillusioned because he still struggled with
temptation. He assumed Jesus would shield him from the struggles of
life. When I reminded him that trials are part of the Christian life, he
seemed intent on staying discouraged.
Unfortunately, difficulties don’t leave us when we choose to follow
Christ. Jesus never glossed over the challenges we face. When He
spoke of His return, Jesus also spoke of the hardships we face—
difficulties that would even increase!
Thankfully, however, we do not face them alone.
Live It Out: Consider. Remind yourself each morning of God’s
prior knowledge of that day. We read in Psalm 139:16 that God
knows all our days before even one of them comes to pass. This truth
can see us through many tough times, including the turbulent end
times. Practice. Persevere in your prayer life. Paul tells us to devote
ourselves to prayer (Col. 4:2). The Lord tells us not to allow difficulties to alarm us. Sometimes we live a fear-focused life. Prayer is a
marvelous focus-shifter. Continue to call out to God even when the
pressures of life begin to mount. Speak out. Embrace your role in
world evangelization. Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:14 that the gospel
will get to the nations before He returns. Whether you serve as one
who sends, prays, or goes—or a mixture of all of them—God has a
role for you in reaching the nations.
Upcoming Sunday Sermon Series
Christ’s Return: Living with the End in Mind
Sunday, May 1
Know What’s Coming
(Matthew 24:15-22)
Sunday, May 8
Watch for Christ’s Return
(Matthew 24:23-31)

Opportunities for
Ministry & Service
Sunday
9:00 AM Sunday School
10:00 AM Indoor Worship
10:00 AM Online Worship
Wednesday
6:30 PM Youth
6:30 PM Online Worship
Thursday
Jail Ministry

Prayer Requests
Marlene Crider
Nan Helms
Rich Majewski
Sue Marks
Walter (Irene’s brother-in-law)
Deacon’s Meeting
Sunday,
May 1st at 2 PM
in the sanctuary.

Saturday
8:00 AM Yard Sale

Service Attendance
Sunday, April 17
Indoor: 57
Online: 76
Wednesday, April 20
Online Reach: 60
Youth: 6
Monthly Budget & Offerings
Budget Needs:
$18,566.08
April Offering
To Date: $10,156.20
Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering
Goal: $2,000
Received: $1,900

Choir
Rehearsal
Wednesday,
May 18th

Have You Seen
These Items?
• 6-8 small blue
chairs from the
green preschool room.
• 2 white chairs from the FH.
• White dish towels from the
kitchen.
If you are borrowing any of these
items, please return them to the
church OR let the church office
know that you’re still using them!

