Pastor David’s Corner

May 2022

A Growing Church
The apostle Paul knew that fundamentally a growing church is made up of growing
Christians. And so, he took time to pray for and to instruct the Christians he knew. And by
God’s grace, the church grew.
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Prayer Requests
Deacon’s Meeting

May 2022: Verse of the Month

Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering

My sheep hear my voice,
I know them, and they follow me.
I give them eternal life,
and they will never perish.
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Happy Mother’s Day
April Attendance
May Calendar

John 10:27-28a
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Prayer Requests
Upcoming Sermon
Series

WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES
AT OAKLAND
Sunday

Come

GROW
with
US

9:00 AM Sunday School

4

BSFL Summary
Family Night of
Worship

5

Budget & Offerings

10:00 AM Indoor Service
(Sanctuary)

Have You Seen
These?

10:00 AM Worship Service
Online (Facebook)

Rewoven 50-20

VBS 2022

Wednesday 6:30 PM Wednesday Youth
(Fellowship Hall)
6:30 PM Wednesday Worship
Online (Facebook)
CONNECTING TO GOD & ONE ANOTHER
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Revival Prayer Night
Spring Yard Sale
Slushies & Jesus
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End-of-Year Cards
Monthly Bible Verse
Weekly Opportunities

8

1 Thess 3:12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for
everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May He strengthen your hearts so that you
will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus
comes with all His holy ones. 4:1 Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order
to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to
do this more and more. 2 You know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the
Lord Jesus. 3 It is God’s will that you should be holy; that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and
honorable, 5 not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 6 and that in
this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will
punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. 7 For God did
not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 8 Therefore, he who rejects this instruction
does not reject man but God, who gives you His Holy Spirit. 9 Now about brotherly love
we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each
other. 10 And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge
you, brothers, to do so more and more. 11 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life,
to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that
your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent
on anybody.
Paul reminds them of how they were to live, he says “in order to please God.” Whatever
the outward forms of user-friendly churches, the heart of any true church growth will be a
desire to please God. If we’re honest, we must admit that we all live to please someone.
But the crucial question is, who that person is. It is only as the desire to please God moves
into the center of the Christian’s life, of the church’s life, that true growth will take place.
Notice, he says, “as in fact you are living,” do this “more and more”. He doesn’t just want
them to abide, but to abound. The mark of a growing Christian isn’t perfection, but it’s the
desire to grow more. Paul urges them to do this. More and more Paul urged them to grow
in living-so-as-to-bring-pleasure-to-God, the motive of a growing church.
And, though their love was extensive, going beyond the bounds of their local congregation, even still, Paul could urge them to love each other more and more. Paul also told
them that they should be ambitious to lead a quiet life; that is, not a life that’s agitated and
agitating, but a life at peace, with God, others & ourselves. Do you see the relationship
between brotherly love & a quiet life? Quite simply, it is the loving thing to do, not to be
burdensome to brothers, or scandalous to others. In all of this Paul instructed them how to
live as growing disciples, as a growing church, growing in holiness and growing in love.
So, we see Paul interceded, implored, and instructed them to be holy and loving. God has
called the church together, in order to be a picture, a reflection of His character. The way
to be a growing church then, is by reflecting the character of the One who called us to be a
church in the first place. After all, if we’re not going to do that, we’re not growing
anyway, however many people may be coming along. If we grow as Christians, or a
church, we grow for His glory, not ours!
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Deacon’s Meeting
Sunday, May 1st at 2 PM in the sanctuary.

PRAYER
REQUESTS
Eddie & Candy
Anderson
Adin Beatus
Elise Byers
Kent Chapman

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
Goal: $2,000
Total Received: $2,005
Prayer is the fuel for spiritually sustaining
missionaries in places where the gospel is
greatly needed, but often opposed.
Many North American cities could reasonably be called pre-Christian.
Even in the traditional “Bible Belt” Christianity is being pushed to the
margins. In the midst of this, God is bringing the nations to our shores
and offering unprecedented opportunities for the gospel.
At the North American Mission Board, we see a mission field that
needs the hope of the gospel. With your partnership, we’re committed
to taking this hope to cities, small towns and college campuses.

Gary Clontz

Spring Yard Sale
Total Proceeds: $2,120.11
All proceeds will be used to purchase some needed
items for the church. Thanks so much for serving
and supporting your church!

Marlene Crider
Woodrow (Lela
Crump’s Grandson)
Peggy Dean

Happy Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 8th

Cindy French
Sam & Wanda
Goodwin
Prayer requests
continued on page 4.

April Attendance
Sunday, April 3 (53 Indoor + 65 Online)
Wednesday, April 6 (71 Online)
Sunday, April 10 (44 Indoor + 88 Online)
Wednesday, April 13 (95 Online)
Sunday, April 17 (57 Indoor + 81 Online)
Wednesday, April 20 (84 Online)
Sunday, April 24 (45 Indoor + 116 Online)
Wednesday, April 27 (78 Online)

Slushies & Jesus
The youth group will meet at OBC & carpool over to Pelican’s for slushies, or
enjoy homemade slushies, on the first Wednesday of each month at 6:30 PM! If
you know of a middle or high school student that would be interested in becoming
part of a youth group, please invite & encourage them to join us!

End-of-Year Encouraging Cards
If you are interested in sending encouraging cards to the 10 Monroe
Middle School students who receive backpacks of food each week,
please place your cards in the church office by May 29th. June 3rd is
their last day of school and the final backpack delivery this semester.
Cards may include prayers, Bible verses, or the Gospel.
The cards should be written in print and signed with your name.

Page 6

Oakland Times

VBS 2022 Spark Studios
We’re having VBS this summer!
More details coming soon!
Spark imagination and kick creativity into high
gear at Spark Studios. At VBS, kids will learn
that God’s creativity didn’t stop in Genesis.
The Master Artist is working to redeem,
reclaim, and transform
us–His creation–to the design He planned for us.
Kids will see the beautiful truth that they are God’s
workmanship as they learn to use their talents to
bring glory to Him.

April 2022
Offerings
$13,911.20
Budget Needs
for May
$18,566.08

Have You Seen These?
• 6-8 small blue chairs from the green preschool room.
• 2 white chairs from the fellowship hall.
• White dish towels from the kitchen.
If you are borrowing any of these items, please return them to the
church OR let the church office know that you’re still using them!

MAY 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

6:30 PM
Youth

National Day
of Prayer

6:30 PM
Online
Worship

Jail Ministry

11

12

Session 2:
Know What’s
Coming
9 AM SS
10 AM Worship
2 PM Deacon’s
Meeting

8

9

10

Mother’s Day
Session 3:
Watch For
Christ’s Return
9 AM SS
10 AM
Worship

15

Revival Prayer Night
The next revival prayer night will be on
Monday, June 13th at 7 PM.

16

17

18

19

21

27

28

6:30 PM
Youth
Jail Ministry
6:30 PM
Online
Worship

23

24

Session 5:
Keep Serving
Faithfully

25

26

6:30 PM
Youth
Jail Ministry

9 AM SS

6:30 PM
Online
Worship

10 AM
Worship

29

30

Session 6:
Stay Prepared
and Ready

Memorial Day
Office Closed

10 AM
Worship

20

Jail Ministry

10 AM
Worship

9 AM SS

14

6:30 PM
Online
Worship

Session 4:
Trust God’s
Timing

22

13

6:30 PM
Youth

9 AM SS

Rewoven 50-20
The UBA Counseling Center is having an anxiety
and depression support group. The group will meet
at the UBA on the first Tuesday of every month
from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. The UBA is located at
1744 Williams Road in Monroe.

7:30 PM-1 AM
Hispanic
Church using
FH

31
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Upcoming Sermon Series based on Bible Studies For Life
CHRIST’S RETURN: LIVING WITH
THE END IN MIND
May 1: Know What’s Coming
May 8: Watch for Christ’s Return
May 15: Trust God’s Timing
PRAYER

May 22: Keep Serving Faithfully

REQUESTS

May 29: Stay Prepared and Ready

Ray Greene
Sadie Griffin
Doris Hannah
Nan Helms
Rodney (Renee
Helms’ Son)
Grady & Judy Hill
Lory Parker
Louise Parker
Ryan Webb & Family
Irene Welch
Mary Jane (Irene
Welch’s Niece)
Walter (Irene’s
Brother-in-law)

Bible Studies for Life: Summary
Christ’s Return: Living with the End in Mind
If you want to know about the future, people will line up at your door.
► Economists like to give financial forecasts.
► Political analysts will predict who might win the next election.
► Sports reports will predict which team will win the championship.
But who can tell us what things will be like at the end of the world?
No one is qualified to tell us about this all-important subject—except
the perfect, sinless Son of God. And that’s exactly what Jesus did in a
section of His teaching called
the Mount Olivet Discourse
in Matthew 24-25.
Jesus didn’t tell us
everything about the end
times that may satisfy our
curiosity, but He told us what
we need to know—and what
He taught impacts the way
we live today. So, ask the
Lord to prepare your heart to
hear clearly from His Word
as we examine His teaching
in this study.
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Family Worship Night with Provision Church
Friday, April 15th

